yi                           GENERAL PREFACE

brilliant preface by Le*on Valle'e, Librarian of the Na-
tional Library of Prance, introduces the work, and the
text is furnished by that prince of translators, Bayle
St. John.

Posterity has ranked Evelyn among- the greatest of
English diarists or memoir-writers. He possessed a keen
observation, an even and polished style, lighted up here
and there by passages of wonderful brilliancy. Prom
the days of Charles I through. the Protectorate and
the Restoration to the time of King William, he re-
corded everything worthy of remembrance. He lives in.
letters as one whom nothing escaped, and as an evidence!
of his power he leaves a description of Whitehall on the
eve of the death of Charles II, which will live as long
as the English language endures. The frontispiece to
Volume I is from an engraving by Sartain, the earliest
and perhaps the best of American engravers. The plate
of Nell Gwynn, which forms the frontispiece to Volume
II, is one of the rarest of the prints of that historic
beauty. The original is by Sir Peter Lely, whose por-
trait of the court characters of that time are almost price-
less. The Dean of Librarians, Dr. Garnett, of the
British Museum, contributes a luminous and impressive
introduction.

Of all the Memoirs of the ill-fated Marie Antoinette,
so foolish in prosperity, so heroic in adversity, none so
possess the undeniable charm of intimacy as do the
pages written by the ill-fated Princess de Lamballe, the
bosom friend and confidante of the Queen. Her terrible
death, torn to 'pieces by a howling mob of sans-culottes,
is one of the most tragic scenes of the days of the Ter-
ror. The Memoirs owe their preservation to Catherine
Hyde, the confidante of both the Princess de Lamballe
and the Queen. The introduction written by this lady
gives a vivid account of herself, of her rise at Court and
of the manner in which these invaluable recprds were